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California Legislature Considering SB 1227 California Legislature Considering SB 1227   
• SB 1227 eliminates the Division of the State Architect (DSA) and the seismic safety provisions of the 

Education Code (aka Field Act) which have been in effect since 1933. Field act established performance 
objective of seismic safety and protection of property; which is higher than the model building code. Under 
the Field Act, these include: design by a licensed architect/structural engineer, rigorous plan review, 
continuous inspection of construction and material testing. 

• Shifts plan review and construction observation of 
schools and community colleges to local jurisdictions,  

• School districts will be subject to local government, 
economic, public and development influences 
through local planning and building department 
processes. DSA remains autonomous and removed 
from local influences. 

• Bill will subject school districts to non-equitable 
enforcement of building standards throughout 500 
city and county independent jurisdictions across the 
state. Most local planning departments hire "plans 
examiners", a position that does not require a degree 
in engineering or architecture or a professional 
license. At DSA, school plans are reviewed by 
licensed Structural Engineers, Architects, and Fire 
Life Safety Officers, specifically trained to review the 
unique aspects of school construction in a systematic 
manner, providing statewide consistency.  

• Local building inspectors visit the building site only a 
few times during the course of construction. DSA 
school projects are continuously reviewed by Project 
Inspectors certified by DSA, and are visited regularly 
by DSA structural engineers to confirm that schools 
are constructed correctly. 

• Eliminates a single entity to provide code 
interpretations and dispute resolution for statewide 
consistency, inspector training, plan reviewer training. 

2007 and 2009 Seismic Safety Commission study on the Field Act determined the following: 

• Post-earthquake studies conducted by engineers and researchers over the past 20 years have conclusively 
proven that public schools constructed under the Field Act, when subjected to destructive earthquakes, save 
lives, reduce property damage, and lower reconstruction costs.  

• The exemplary performance of public school buildings is directly attributable to the stringent seismic design 
provisions through Enhanced Plan Review and field inspection/testing required by the Field Act. These 
provisions are not embodied in the standard building codes enforced for non-Field Act buildings.  

• Since the inception of the Field Act, school buildings constructed according to the Field Act have performed 
significantly better than comparable non-Field Act buildings with regard to life safety and limiting property 
damage. 

• Schools are used as emergency shelters after major earthquakes, fires and other disasters, and therefore 
need to be designed to a higher level of seismic performance.    ■ 
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President/ Dennis Hall, CSI, CCCA Ph: 619.518.9095    
West Region  Presidio Design Build Fax: 619.795.2377 
Director  Email: dhall.presidio@att.net 

Vice President/ Neal Drell, CSI, CCPR Ph: 866.494.7687 
President Elect The Z Group Fax: 760.727.5936 
  Email: neald@thezgroup.com 

Secretary Fred Baron, CSI, AIA Ph:  858.509.7950 
 Fred M. Baron,  AIA  ■  Fax: 858.509.7950 
 Consulting Architect Email: fmbaia@aol.com 

Treasurer Chad Scoggins, CSI-I, CDT Ph: 619.405.2872 Fax: 619.795.9175 
 Tremco Sealants & Waterproofing, Inc. Email: cscoggins@tremcoinc.com 

Advisor Matthew Boomhower, CSI, CCCA Ph: 858.395.8657 Fax: 858.278.4010 
 Southern Cross Property Consultants    Email: matthew@southerncrosspc.com 

Director— Kara DeLeon, CSI Ph: 858.547.8453 Fax: 858.695.8453 
Industry Interceramic Tile & Stone Email: kdeleon@interceramicusa.com 

Director— Harold Kiewel, CSI, CCS Ph: 619.744.4077 x121 
Professional HMC Architects Fax: 619.744.4076 
  Email: harold.kiewel@hmcarchitects.com 

Director— Donald Schucard, CSI, AIA Ph: 858.523.9801 Fax: 858.523.9804 
Professional Schucard Associates, Inc. Email: don@schucard.com 

Director— Randa Vargas, CSI Ph: 909.985.3747 Fax: 909.985.3656 
Industry Woodwork Institute Email: randa@woodinst.com 

Director— Alex Esquibel, CSI-S Ph: 619.987.7294 Fax: 858.755.7294 
Students  Student, NewSchool of  Email: zyryab@mac.com 
     Architecture & Design 

Executive Margy Ashby Ph: 619.593.9988; 619.302.3257 cell 
Administrator Grabowski Administrative Services Fax: 619.593.9989 
  Email: admin@sandiegocsi.org 
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Academic Affairs  
Robin Bush, CSI, CDT 
Ph: 858.279.8522  Cell: 619.851.1636  
Email: robincbush@san.rr.com 

Awards 
Sara Palazzolo-Packard, CSI 
Ph: 714.336.9435 
Email: sarapalazzolo@atlasform.com 

Certification 
Matthew Boomhower, CSI, CCCA 
Ph: 858.395.8657   Fax: 858.278.4010 
Email: matthew@southerncrosspc.com 

Communications:   
Randa Vargas, CSI Newsletter 
Ph: 909.985.3747 Fax: 909.985.3656 
Email: randa@woodinst.com 
Matthew Boomhower, CSI, CCCA Website 
Ph: 858.395.8657   Fax: 858.278.4010 
Email: matthew@southerncrosspc.com 

Finance 
Chad Scoggins, CSI-I, CDT 
Ph:  619.405.2872 Fax: 619.795.9175 
Email: cscoggins@tremcoinc.com 

Membership 
Scott Hewlett, CSI, CDT 
Ph: 951.837.7413   Fax: 951.461.1382 
Email: shewlett@mdcwall.com 

Planning 
Dennis Hall, CSI, CCCA 
Ph: 619.518.9095   Fax: 619.795.2377 
Email: dhall.presidio@att.net 

Professional Development/ 
Continuing Education 
Gina Adams, CSI, CDT 
Ph: 619.247.6594   Fax: 619.460.7326 
Email: gadams@rcpblock.com 

Programs/Events 
Neal Drell, CSI, CCPR 
Ph: 866.494.7687   Fax: 760.727.5936 
Email: neald@thezgroup.com 

Technical 
Harold Kiewel, CSI, CCS 
Ph:  619.744.4077 x121   Fax: 619.744.4076 
Email: harold.kiewel@hmcarchitects.com 

EE D I T O R I A LD I T O R I A L   
PP O L I C YO L I C Y     

The SpecTickle is the official 
publication of the San Diego Chapter 
of The Construction Specifications 
Institute, Inc. The opinions expressed 
in the SpecTickle are those of the 
contributors only, and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions, 
policies or practices of the West 
Region, the Institute, or the San Diego 
Chapter of The Construction 
Specifications Institute. Reprinting of 
material from this issue is permitted 
only if full credit is given to the 
SpecTickle, along with credit to the 
author of the article. It is intended 
that the SpecTickle will provide a 
forum for all Chapter members and 
will inform those members of 
Chapter, West Region and Institute 
goals and activities. 

PLEASE DIRECT ALL QUESTIONS 
AND COMMENTS TO: 

SpecTickle Editor 

Randa Vargas, CSI 
Ph: 909.985.3747; 916.214.9335 (cell) 
Fax: 909.985.3656 
Email: randa@woodinst.com 

Technical Editors 

Michael Lugo, CSI, CCS, AIA 
Email: maljkw@cox.net 

Rob Smith, CSI, CCS, RA 
Email: rbsmithccs@aol.com 

CALL FOR 
ARTICLES ! 

Have you or one of your 
co-workers written an 
article (either recently or in 
the past) that might be of 
interest to our San Diego 
Chapter membership?  

If so, please send an email 
to randa@woodinst.com 
or admin@sandiegocsi.org 
describing the article and 
attach a copy (in Word or 
PDF format) for publication 
consideration.  ■ 
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P.O. Box 191307 

San Diego, CA  92159-1307 

SDCSI Hotline: 619.401.6733 
Toll-Free: 877.401.6733 

Administrative Office: 619.593.9988 
Fax: 619.593.9989 

Email: admin@sandiegocsi.org 
Website: http://www.sandiegocsi.org 
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SDCSI GSDCSI GRATEFULLYRATEFULLY  AACKNOWLEDGESCKNOWLEDGES  
TTHEHE  GGENEROUSENEROUS  SSUPPORTUPPORT  OFOF  
OOURUR  MMONTHLYONTHLY  AADVERTISERSDVERTISERS 

BMI PRODUCTS OF NO. CALIFORNIA, INC. .........  p. 6 
FBC BUILDING SOLUTIONS  ................................  p. 8 
FRAZEE PAINT & WALLCOVERING  ......................  p. 4 
PAREX USA INCORPORATED  ..............................  p. 4 
RCP BLOCK & BRICK, INC.  .................................  p. 4 
THE SHERWIN WILLIAMS COMPANY  ..................  p. 6 
VISTA PAINT ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES  ...........  p. 5 
WOODWORK INSTITUTE ......................................  p. 4 

NEW NEW SSPECPECTTICKLEICKLE  AADVERTISINGDVERTISING  RR ATESATES 
 
Business Card: $275 for 6 issues OR $500 for 12 issues 

 ¼ page: $550 for 6 issues OR $1,000 for 12 issues 

1-page flyer  $125 - members; $150 - non-members 
 per issue: 

CONTACT the Chapter office at admin@sandiegocsi.org 
or 619.401.6733 (toll free 877.401.6733) for information. 

DEADLINE for APRIL SpecTickle input:   

MONDAY, APRIL 12TH 

CSI InstituteCSI Institute  
800.689.2900800.689.2900  

www.csinet.orgwww.csinet.org  

SAN DIEGO CHAPTERSAN DIEGO CHAPTER  
The Construction Specifications Institute, Inc.The Construction Specifications Institute, Inc.  

N ow is a great time to start advertising in the 
local San Diego Chapter CSI publications 

because we have added some new features that make 
your advertisements even more effective.  

Because over 90% of our publications are now 
electronic, all email and website addresses have 
live hyperlinks to your website address. This allows 
individuals who are reading your ad to instantly click 
on your company website to be connected to you. 
This simple change makes your ad a powerful tool to 
instantly connect you to potential customers.  

Adding these “hyperlinks” also increases the rating of 
your company website on various search engines, 
including Google, because search algorithms are 
based in part upon the number of links to and from a 
site, and your ad will show up with links every time 
we publish a new issue. 

Another new feature we offer is the ability to get a 
discount off the regular rate by advertising for an 
entire year.  (See rates shown at the left.) 

To take advantage of the hyperlinks and other new 
advertisement features immediately, contact SDCSI at 
admin@sandiegocsi.org or call Margy Ashby at 
619.401.6733 (toll free 877.401.6733) to get signed 
up.  

If you have any questions about the rate structure or 
any of the features cited above, contact Matthew 
Boomhower, Chapter Communications Chair, at 
matthew@southerncrosspc.com or 858.395.8657.  A
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THE SAN DIEGO CHAPTER OF 
THE CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS INSTITUTE 

 

presents 
 

PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS & 
THE 2005/2008 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE 

(FOR PV BEGINNERS) 
 

Instructor:  John Wiles, Program Manager 
Southwest Technology Development Institute, New Mexico State University  

 

Earns .8 CEU Learning Units 
 

Tuesday, April 6, 2010 
Cost:  $70.00 (includes Box Lunch) 

 

Location:  City of San Diego Environmental Services Building  
9601 Ridgehaven Court, Auditorium, San Diego, CA 92123 

Check-In:  7:30 a.m.    Seminar:  8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.            
  

Synopsis: The purpose of this 8-hour, 1-day session will be to cover the National Electrical Code (NEC) 
requirements for designing and installing PV systems. This April 6th session is for people new to PV systems. 
An introduction to PV systems will be presented in the morning. Code material will be the same on both the 6th 
and the 7th. A basic knowledge of the NEC is required since Code basics will not be addressed. Conductor 
selection, ampacity calculations, and overcurrent devices and disconnects will be covered. How to do it 
correctly and what not to do are items on the agenda. The focus will be on utility-interactive systems. 
Electricians, electrical inspectors and PV installers should attend.  

Instructor: John Wiles is a Program Manager at the Southwest Technology Development Institute at New 
Mexico State University. He assists the PV industry, electrical contractors, electrical inspectors, and 
purchasing agencies in understanding the PV requirements of the National Electrical Code (NEC). John serves 
as Secretary for the PV Industry Forum involved with Article 690 of the NEC. Over 30 submissions were 
accepted for the 2008 NEC and 54 submissions were submitted for the 2011 Code. He drafted the text for 
Article 690 in the 2005 NEC Handbook and 2008 NEC Handbook. Fieldwork involves balance of systems 
design for PV systems, inspections and acceptance testing of PV systems, test and evaluation of PV 
components, and the design and installation of data acquisition systems. He has a Master of Science degree in 
Electrical Engineering. 

 
 

PLEASE RSVP BY Wednesday, March 31st   
Complete a form for every person attending. Please mail check, or FAX credit card payment to 619-593-9989. 

 
NAME: ______________________________________JURISDICTION/COMPANY: ___________________________ 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________CITY / STATE / ZIP: __________________________________ 

PHONE: _________________________ EMAIL: _________________________________________________________ 
 
TOTAL PAYMENT AMOUNT: $____________ 

► CREDIT CARD:  Please click on the following link & follow the instructions: http://sandiegocsi.org/ccauth.pdf  

► CHECKS made payable to “SDCSI” should be mailed to: 
 RCP Block & Brick, c/o Gina Adams, PO Box 579, Lemon Grove, CA 91946-0579 

For additional information, call Gina Adams, CSI, CDT, at 619-460-7250 or email gadams@rcpblock.com. 

Knowledge for Creating 
and Sustaining 
the Built Environment 



 
 
 
 

THE SAN DIEGO CHAPTER OF 
THE CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS INSTITUTE 

 

presents 
 

PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS DESIGN & 
THE 2005/2008 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE 
 (FOR PEOPLE EXPERIENCED IN INSTALLING OR INSPECTING PV SYSTEMS) 

 
Instructor:  John Wiles, Program Manager 

Southwest Technology Development Institute, New Mexico State University  
 

Earns .8 CEU Learning Units 
 

Wednesday, April 7, 2010 
Cost:  $70.00 (includes Box Lunch) 

 

Location:  City of San Diego Environmental Services Building  
9601 Ridgehaven Court, Auditorium, San Diego, CA 92123 

Check-In:  7:30 a.m.    Seminar:  8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.            
  

Synopsis: The purpose of this 8-hour, 1-day session will be to cover the National Electrical Code (NEC) 
requirements for designing and installing PV systems. This April 7th session will present an introduction to the 
electrical design process for PV systems for those experienced with PV systems. Code material will be the 
same on both days. A basic knowledge of the NEC is required since Code basics will not be addressed.  
Conductor selection, ampacity calculations, and overcurrent devices and disconnects will be covered.  How to 
do it correctly and what not to do are items on the agenda. The focus will be on utility-interactive systems.  
Electricians, electrical inspectors and PV installers should attend.   

Instructor: John Wiles is a Program Manager at the Southwest Technology Development Institute at New 
Mexico State University. He assists the PV industry, electrical contractors, electrical inspectors, and 
purchasing agencies in understanding the PV requirements of the National Electrical Code (NEC). John serves 
as Secretary for the PV Industry Forum involved with Article 690 of the NEC. Over 30 submissions were 
accepted for the 2008 NEC and 54 submissions were submitted for the 2011 Code. He drafted the text for 
Article 690 in the 2005 NEC Handbook and 2008 NEC Handbook. Fieldwork involves balance of systems 
design for PV systems, inspections and acceptance testing of PV systems, test and evaluation of PV 
components, and the design and installation of data acquisition systems. He has a Master of Science degree in 
Electrical Engineering. 

 
 

PLEASE RSVP BY Thursday, April 1st   
Complete a form for every person attending. Please mail check, or FAX credit card payment to 619-593-9989. 

 
NAME: ______________________________________JURISDICTION/COMPANY: ___________________________ 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________CITY / STATE / ZIP: __________________________________ 

PHONE: _________________________ EMAIL: _________________________________________________________ 
 
TOTAL PAYMENT AMOUNT: $____________ 

► CREDIT CARD:  Please click on the following link & follow the instructions: http://sandiegocsi.org/ccauth.pdf  

► CHECKS made payable to “SDCSI” should be mailed to: 
 RCP Block & Brick, c/o Gina Adams, PO Box 579, Lemon Grove, CA 91946-0579 

For additional information, call Gina Adams, CSI, CDT, at 619-460-7250 or email gadams@rcpblock.com. 

Knowledge for Creating 
and Sustaining 
the Built Environment 



 
 
 
 
 

THE SAN DIEGO CHAPTER OF 
THE CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS INSTITUTE 

 

TABLETOP OPPORTUNITY 
 

PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS DESIGN & 
THE 2005/2008 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE 

 

Tuesday, April 6, 2010 
Wednesday, April 7, 2010 

 

Location: City of San Diego Environmental Services Building 
9601 Ridgehaven Court, Auditorium, San Diego, CA 92123 

 

Check-In: 7:30 a.m.   Seminar: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.   Tabletop Set-Up: 7:00 a.m. 
  

Synopsis: The purpose of this 8-hour, 2-day seminar will be to cover the National Electrical Code (NEC) requirements for 
designing and installing PV systems. Code material will be the same on both the 6th and the 7th. A basic knowledge of the 
NEC is required since Code basics will not be addressed. Conductor selection, ampacity calculations, and overcurrent 
devices and disconnects will be covered. How to do it correctly and what not to do are items on the agenda. The focus will 
be on utility-interactive systems. Designers, electricians, electrical inspectors, and PV installers should attend.  
 
Instructor: John Wiles is a Program Manager at the Southwest Technology Development Institute at New Mexico State 
University. He assists the PV industry, electrical contractors, electrical inspectors, and purchasing agencies in 
understanding the PV requirements of the National Electrical Code (NEC). John serves as Secretary for the PV Industry 
Forum involved with Article 690 of the NEC. Over 30 submissions were accepted for the 2008 NEC and 54 submissions 
were submitted for the 2011 Code. He drafted the text for Article 690 in the 2005 NEC Handbook and 2008 NEC 
Handbook. Fieldwork involves balance of systems design for PV systems, inspections and acceptance testing of PV 
systems, test and evaluation of PV components, and the design and installation of data acquisition systems. He has a 
Master of Science degree in Electrical Engineering. 
 

 4 Tabletops are available for this event @ $200 each. 
 $200 includes 1 seminar attendee & lunch ($100 per extra representative) 
 Tabletop Set-Up is for 2 days (Tuesday, April 6th and Wednesday, April 7th) 

 
 

PLEASE RSVP BY Wednesday, March 31st   
 

NAME(S): ____________________________________________COMPANY: _________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________CITY / STATE / ZIP: __________________________________ 

PHONE: _________________________ EMAIL: _________________________________________________________ 
 
TOTAL PAYMENT AMOUNT: $____________ 

► CREDIT CARD:  Please click on the following link & follow the instructions: http://sandiegocsi.org/ccauth.pdf  

► CHECKS made payable to “SDCSI” should be mailed to: 

 RCP Block & Brick, c/o Gina Adams, PO Box 579, Lemon Grove, CA 91946-0579 
 

For additional information, call Gina Adams, CSI, CDT, at 619-460-7250 or email gadams@rcpblock.com. 

Knowledge for Creating 
and Sustaining 
the Built Environment 



AAPPRRIILL  22001100  CCHHAAPPTTEERR  MMEEEETTIINNGG  NNOOTTIICCEE  
for 

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER OF 
THE CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS INSTITUTE, INC. 

 

TTHHEERREE’’SS  NNOO  SSUUSSTTAAIINNAABBLLEE  DDEESSIIGGNN  
WWIITTHHOOUUTT  SSOOCCIIAALL  JJUUSSTTIICCEE  

To paraphrase the late Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., a designer has not 
matured in practice until the work escapes the narrow confines of 
individual experience to address the broader concerns of all humanity. 

While it is noble to pursue environmental responsibility, it is pointless if 
the injustices of poverty, segregation and stereotype are not also 
vanquished to stabilize the cultures for which we build. In western 
civilizations, people with disabilities are the most unemployed, under-
employed and castigated of citizens. Sustainability will not mature until its 
lip-service to social justice becomes measurable, meaningful steps to 
ensure the true enfranchisement of all the world’s citizens, including 
people with disabilities. 

Mr. Kiewel will speak about these issues with a fresh vocabulary and from a personal perspective that is both 
professional and instructive. Tonight he’ll present an exploration of Universal Design that is sure to promote a 
new understanding. 

 DDAATTEE: TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,,  AAPPRRIILL  2222,,  22001100  

 SSPPEEAAKKEERR::  Harold Dean Kiewel, NCARB, AIA, CSI, CCS 
 Associate / Senior Specifications Writer -  HMC Architects, San Diego, CA 

Mr. Kiewel is a licensed architect, a certified construction specifier (CCS) and a polio survivor with over 30 years’ 
experience in advocacy for accessible design and the rights of people with disabilities.  In 1976 he co-edited 
Accessible Architecture, the illustrated edition of Minnesota’s, then new, building code requirements for accessibility, 
and since then has continued to write, lecture, and advocate for justice.  In 1998 he received the Young Architect’s 
Citation, from AIA-Minnesota, for his many years of service to both the AIA and disability communities. He has been 
with HMC Architects, as a specifier and accessibility specialist, since moving to California about 3-1/2 years ago. 

  LLOOCCAATTIIOONN::      Admiral Baker Golf Course Clubhouse (click here for map / directions)  

  EEVVEENNIINNGG   5:30 p.m. – Networking, Cocktails, Product Vendor Tabletops 
  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE:: 6:30 p.m. – Buffet Dinner 7:15 p.m. – Chapter Announcements / Program 

  CCOOSSTT:: SDCSI Chapter Members:   Cost incl. in the dues of current Chapter members 
  Non-members:  $40.00 Students:  $15.00 

  RRSSVVPP::  Call the SDCSI Hotline: 619.401.6733 or 877.401.6733 (toll free)  
  OR  email us at admin@sandiegocsi.org  

CLICK HERE FOR OUR RESERVATION / PAYMENT POLICY.     CLICK HERE FOR THE CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION FORM. 

 

 
 

PRODUCT TABLETOPS ARE AVAILABLE FOR $125.00, WHICH INCLUDES DINNER FOR 1. 
This is a great opportunity for ACCESSIBILITY PRODUCT exhibitors to showcase  

their product lines to San Diego County designers, specifiers, contractors and building officials. 
Tabletop display space is limited, so contact the SDCSI Hotline EARLY at 619.401.6733 

(toll free 877.401.6733) or email admin@sandiegocsi.org to reserve a space. 

THE CSI SAN DIEGO CHAPTER IS AN AIA/CES REGISTERED PROVIDER.  
MOST CSI PROGRAMS QUALIFY FOR AIA/CES LUS (UNITS AUTOMATICALLY RECORDED FOR AIA MEMBERS). 

 

Knowledge for 
Creating and Sustaining 
The Built Environment 

http://www.sandiegocsi.org/generalmeetingdirections.pdf
http://www.sandiegocsi.org/policy.html
http://www.sandiegocsi.org/ccauth.pdf

